152 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES
no doubt depended on a current belief that the Kingdom
would be inaugurated 5,000 years after the Creation. This
date referred only to the millennium, the thousand years of
earthly bliss which were to precede the Day of Jahweh.1 This
parlour game of arithmetical prophecy has exercised its fascin-
ation in many ages, and can count its enthusiasts even today.
There were those who based their hopes on religious or moral
grounds, believing that their expectation would be fulfilled
when the virtue and piety of the chosen people should warrant
such a reward. The wisest and no doubt the most numerous
held that the hour appointed by God's will was a divine
secret.2
The most convincing proof of the practical importance of
Messianism about the time of Jesus is the state of emotional
upheaval persisting in Israel, a state which would otherwise
be quite unmotivated, and which can only be explained by
the Messianic hope.3 During the century which preceded the
birth of Jesus, and still more during the two centuries which
followed, this state of unrest gave rise to various popular move-
ments of more or less importance, which did serious harm to
the Jewish nation, and led at last to its final downfall. Each
visionary who arose, each rebel who incited Israel to take
arms, could count on a following who would be ready to hail
him as the long-awaited Messiah. We have not even a glimpse
of many of the Jewish insurgents belonging to this period;
but by reading between the lines we can gather a certain amount
from Josephus, in spite of his cautious reticence. At Herod's
death, for instance, there was a reaction against his tyranny,
in which various popular leaders were particularly active.4
There was also a certain Judas who took up arms in Galilee
after the deposition of Archelaus in a.d. 6, when the Roman
administrators were trying to get some idea of the resources
of the country by means of a census.5 This man declared that
he owed allegiance to no lord or master but God (pdvov rjyspova
xai deandrrjv rov 6eov}. A little later there are hints of two
pretenders, Theudas and an Egyptian (probably an Alexandrian
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32) :  " But of that day or that hour knowetk no man . . . but only the
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